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Geneva: India, at the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council in
Geneva, on Wednesday, reiterated
that terrorism remains one of the
"gravest threats to human rights,"
emphasising the "need for a uni-
fied global response."

Ambassador Sibi George, Secre-
tary (West), delivered India's na-
tional statement at the HRC61
Item 3 General Debate, calling on
the Council to remain steadfast in
countering terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations.

"As External Affairs Minister of
India, Dr. S. Jaishankar, in his ad-
dress to this august Council a few
days ago underlined that our de-
liberations must move beyond
statements and resolutions to tan-
gible improvements in the daily
lives of the most vulnerable."

He said that India firmly be-
lieves that a "holistic and balanced
approach to all human rights, an-
chored in an integrated develop-
ment paradigm, is the most effec-
tive pathway to achieving this."

"Terrorism remains one of the
gravest threats to human rights. We
must remain steadfast in our re-
solve to counter it in all its forms
and manifestations. This Council
should continue to speak with one
voice on this issue," he asserted.

India's statement underscores

the country's call for a united in-
ternational approach to safeguard
human rights while leveraging
technology to empower citizens at
scale.

Highlighting India's use of digi-
tal tools and artificial intelligence,
he noted how these technologies
have empowered 1.4 billion Indi-
ans, expanding access to justice,
civil and political rights, democrat-
ic participation, and the empower-
ment of women.

He also referenced the recently
concluded AI Impact Summit in
New Delhi, emphasising that AI's
power is best realized when its
benefits are shared equitably, in-
cluding by the Global South.

India urges UN Human Rights Council to
speak with one voice against terrorism

Moscow/London: Accusing the
British government of working
hand in glove with Ukrainian
forces in attacking Russian cities,
the Kremlin has claimed that the
recent Ukrainian strike on the
Russian city of Bryansk - carried
out using UK-made Storm Shadow
missiles - would not have been
possible without the involvement
of British specialists.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov made the remarks on
Wednesday following the attack,
which regional authorities said left

six people dead and 42 injured.
Bryansk Governor Aleksandr

Bogomaz said the strike took place
on Tuesday and described it as an
"inhumane terrorist act," later
confirming that several Storm
Shadow missiles had been used.

A long-range air-launched
cruise missile system, the Storm
Shadow missile has a reported
range of up to 560 km, while
Bryansk lies just over 100 km from
the Ukrainian border.

Developed jointly by the United
Kingdom and France, the missile is
specifically designed to strike
high-value, hardened targets such
as bunkers, bridges and command
centres from a safe distance.

Commenting on the attack,
Peskov said the missiles could not
have been launched without exter-
nal assistance.

"These missiles couldn't have
been launched without British
specialists. We understand that
perfectly well. We are fully aware,
and of course we take it into ac-
count," he said.

Kremlin accuses UK of aiding
Ukrainian strike on Bryansk

New York: A foreign hacker report-
edly accessed files related to the in-
vestigation into late financier and
convicted sex offender Jeffrey Ep-
stein after breaching a server at the
Federal Bureau of Investigation's
New York Field Office three years
ago, according to a source familiar
with the matter and recently re-
leased United States Department
of Justice documents.

The details of the intrusion, in-
cluding the claim that a foreign
hacker was involved, have been re-
ported for the first time.

In a statement, the FBI de-
scribed the breach as an "isolated
cyber incident", saying the agency
had restricted the malicious actor's
access and secured the network.
"The investigation remains ongo-
ing, so we do not have further com-
ments to provide at this time," the
bureau said.

The source said the intrusion
appeared to have been carried out
by a cybercriminal rather than a
foreign government, but experts

noted that the Epstein files could
be of significant intelligence value.

"If foreign intelligence agencies
are not thinking seriously about
the Epstein files as a target, then I
would be shocked," said Jon Lind-
say, who studies emerging tech-
nologies and global security at the
Georgia Institute of Technology.

The breach itself was earlier re-
ported by CNN and Reuters on
February 17, while the connection
to Epstein-related material was lat-
er highlighted by the French maga-
zine Marianne.

Epstein, who had long-standing
links to prominent figures in poli-
tics, finance and business and was
once associated with Donald
Trump, pleaded guilty in 2008 to
prostitution-related charges in-
cluding soliciting a minor. He was
found dead in his jail cell in 2019
after being arrested again on feder-
al charges of sex trafficking minors,
with authorities ruling his death a
suicide.

According to the documents,
the breach occurred on February
12, 2023, after a server at the Child
Exploitation Forensic Lab in the
FBI's New York Field Office was in-
advertently left vulnerable by Spe-
cial Agent Aaron Spivack.

The intrusion was discovered
the following day when Spivack
switched on his computer and
found a text file warning that the
network had been compromised.
Subsequent checks revealed un-
usual activity on the server, includ-
ing attempts to access files related
to the Epstein investigation.

Hacker breached FBI server linked
to Epstein probe, report reveals

Washington (UNI) 
Ten days after the joint US-Is-

raeli strikes, launched on Iran,
President Donald Trump’s
endgame remains unclear and fre-
quently shifting.

Across interviews, press confer-
ences and social media posts,
Trump has alternated between pre-
dicting the war’s rapid conclusion
and warning of further escalation,
while also suggesting he could in-
fluence Iran’s future leadership —
even as his administration insists
regime change is not the objective.

Officials say the mission’s aims
are straightforward: dismantling
Iran’s nuclear capabilities, curbing
its support for militant groups and
weakening its naval power. But
Trump’s own messaging has often
appeared more mixed, making any
definitive statement hard to reach.

White House spokesperson
Olivia Wales insisted the mission —

known as “Operation Epic Fury” -is
not merely meeting, but rather ex-
ceeding its objectives and said the
US would continue acting to elimi-
nate what it calls the security threat
posed by Iran.

Yet Trump’s own statements
have at times diverged from that
message.

On the timeline, he initially sug-
gested the military campaign
would last about four weeks, with
press secretary Karoline Leavitt

saying the objectives could take
four to six weeks. But Trump later
said the conflict could end in “two
or three days” — or continue indef-
initely if necessary.

On Monday he told CBS News
the war was “very complete, pretty
much” with little left to achieve mil-
itarily. The same day, the Pentagon
posted online that the operation
was “just the beginning”.

The president’s remarks about
the endgame have also shifted. At
one point, he said the campaign
could already be considered a
“tremendous success”, but added
that the United States would con-
tinue pushing towards “ultimate
victory”. Last week, he said he
would accept no outcome short of
Iran’s “unconditional surrender”.

Despite that stance, Trump has
also said it remains “possible” he
could speak directly with Iranian
leaders.

Trump gives off mixed signals amid US-
Israel war on Iran; endgame unknown

Tel Aviv: As the West Asia
conflict intensifies, the
escalation has included
not only airstrikes and
the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz but also wide-
spread cyberattacks and
website intrusions. Hack-
ers believed to be linked
with Iran targeted the
website of the Academy
of the Hebrew Language
on Wednesday.

The attackers altered
the website and the visi-
tors saw a disturbing
message in English upon
accessing it, according to
The Jerusalem Post.

Reports indicate that
the breach was carried
out by a pro-Palestinian
hacktivist group 'Handala'. The in-
cident comes in the wake of a re-
cent, unusually large-scale cyber-
attack aimed at disrupting web-
sites and financial services across
Israel, forming part of a digital
campaign linked to regional con-
flict.

The attack is widely believed to
operate in alignment with Iranian
state interests. The hackers left a

message stating: "There is no need
to learn Hebrew anymore. You
won't need it for much longer," ac-
companied by the group's logo.

This statement appeared along-
side the logo of the Iran-linked
hacker group 'Handala' claimed
responsibility for the attack. The
hackers threatened that users
would find nothing to continue
their Hebrew studies, asserting the
language would soon be unneces-

sary, according to The
Jerusalem Post.

According to a report by
the Thales-owned cyberse-
curity firm Imperva, the at-
tack peaked at nearly 1.2
million requests per sec-
ond, aiming to overwhelm
servers and disrupt online
services.

The main focus of these
attacks was the financial
services sector, including
websites and online sys-
tems operated by banks
and other financial institu-
tions.

In addition to website
breaches, the Handala
group allegedly released a
propaganda video online,
featuring a deepfake of for-

mer prime minister Naftali Ben-
nett alongside current Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, as re-
ported on Arab social media plat-
forms. 

Handala is believed to be pro-
Palestinian hacktivist group wide-
ly regarded as aligned with Iranian
state interests. Its campaign pri-
marily targets Israeli organisations
and its critical infrastructure. 

Pro-Palestinian hacktivist group 'Handala'
targets Israeli websites and officials

Pakistan begins importing
crude oil from Red Sea post
closure of Strait of Hormuz
Islamabad: Pakistan has begun
importing crude oil through the
Red Sea after the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz disrupted ship-
ments following the conflict in
West Asia.

A tanker operated by the Pak-
istan National Shipping Corpora-
tion (PNSC) has reached Yanbu
Port in Saudi Arabia and is expect-
ed to depart for Karachi on Thurs-
day carrying 73,000 tonnes of crude
oil, shipping sources told Geo
News. Another PNSC vessel, Shala-
mar, has also loaded oil from Port
of Fujairah in the United Arab Emi-
rates and is now sailing towards
Karachi. Officials said the security
situation around the Strait of Hor-
muz has disrupted several voyages.
Two PNSC ships are currently
stranded, one near Karachi and an-
other at a charter port, because of
the instability in the region. The
disruption follows the outbreak of
war between the US, Israel and
Iran, which has severely affected
energy shipments through the
Strait of Hormuz, one of the world’s
most critical oil transit routes.

Take oath as
Constitutional Reform
Council members for
passing July Charter:
Jamaat to BNP
Dhaka: A day ahead of the first sit-
ting of the 13th Jatiya Sangsad, Ja-
maat-e-Islami chief Shafiqur Rah-
man has urged the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) to take oath as members of
the Constitution Reform Council
to pass the July Charter.

Speaking to reporters after a
meeting of the opposition al-
liance’s parliamentary committee
at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban on
Tuesday, Rahman said his party re-
fused to accept the Deputy Speak-
er’s post in what he described as a
piecemeal arrangement.

He added that the positions al-
lotted to the opposition will only
be filled after the full implementa-
tion of the July reform proposals.

Asked whether the opposition
would boycott the president’s
opening speech in parliament,
Rahman avoided a direct reply,
saying the alliance’s position
would become “visible” during the
session.

IDF kills IRGC-
Hezbollah missile 
commander in Beirut
Tel Aviv: The Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) said on Thursday
it had killed the commander of
the Hezbollah missile unit of
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) in Beirut.
“Earlier this week (Tuesday),
the IDF struck and eliminated
the terrorist Abu Dharr Mo-
hammadi, the operations
commander in the IRGC’s mis-
sile unit within Hezbollah in
Beirut,” the military said on its
Telegram channel. No further
details on casualties or the ex-
act location of the strike were
provided. The Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) also claimed that
it carried out strikes on the
Taleghan nuclear center in
Iran. “The IDF struck an addi-
tional Iranian regime central
nuclear weapon development
compound. 

Kuwait residential
building struck by
“enemy drone” at dawn
Kuwait City: A residential
building in southern Kuwait
was struck by an aerial strike
on Thursday morning, result-
ing in multiple casualties and
physical destruction. Accord-
ing to the Ministry of Defence,
an “enemy drone targeted a
residential building” in the
south of the country during
the dawn hours today. The
ministry confirmed the severi-
ty of the incident in a post on
X, stating that at least two peo-
ple were wounded and were
receiving “the necessary treat-
ment.” In addition to the hu-
man toll, officials noted that
the attack also caused signifi-
cant material damage to the
premises. Authorities have not
yet released further details re-
garding the origin of the drone
as they continue to assess the
situation.

UAE air defences
respond to missile
threat; residents told to
stay in safe locations
Abu Dhabi: The United Arab
Emirates has activated its
emergency security protocols
as the military moves to inter-
cept an incoming aerial attack.
According to an announce-
ment by the country’s National
Emergency Crisis and Disaster
Management Authority, the
“UAE air defences are current-
ly responding to a missile
threat.” Following the onset of
the emergency, “people have
been told to remain in a safe
location” to ensure their safety
while the situation is managed
by security forces. Residents
have further been advised to
“monitor official channels of
information for warnings and
updates” as authorities pro-
vide real-time guidance during
the active threat.

Bahrain warns residents to
stay indoors after Iranian
strike on Muharraq fuel tanks
Manama: Bahrain’s Ministry of
Interior has issued an urgent
advisory to the public follow-
ing a significant blaze in the
Muharraq Governorate. Citi-
zens and residents across
Hidd, Arad, Qalali, and Sama-
heej have been instructed to
“remain in their homes, close
windows and ventilation
openings” as emergency ser-
vices manage the situation. Ac-
cording to the ministry, these
directives serve as a “precau-
tion against potential effects of
smoke” resulting from the in-
ferno. This local emergency
follows an earlier report by Al
Jazeera, which stated that
Bahrain was responding to an
Iranian attack on fuel storage
tanks within the Muharraq
Governorate.

Israel bombs Beirut
suburbs, Lebanon 
summons Iran envoy
Beirut/ Ankara: Israel’s mili-
tary on Thursday targeted the
southern suburbs of Beirut, re-
iterating a warning for resi-
dents of Haret Hreik, Ghobeiri,
Laylaki, Hadath, Burj al-Bara-
jneh, Tahwitat al-Ghadir and
Chiyah to evacuate immedi-
ately and not return until fur-
ther notice. The area, known as
Dahiyeh, houses hundreds of
thousands. Turkey’s Foreign
Minister Mevlüt Fidan urged
Israel to halt attacks, warning
that continued bombardment
risks Lebanon’s collapse. “Is-
rael, pursuing expansionist
policies, is bringing its dirty
war into Lebanon… Israeli at-
tacks must end before the
Lebanese state collapses,” he
said.

MUSTREAD

New York: India on Wednesday
joined over 130 countries in sup-
porting a resolution at the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC)
condemning Iran's recent "egre-
gious" attacks against Gulf nations
and Jordan.

The resolution denounces Iran's
attacks and calls for an immediate
end to hostilities. It also condemned
any actions or threats by Iran aimed
at blocking, disrupting or interfering
with international shipping through
the Strait of Hormuz, as well as any
moves that could endanger mar-
itime security in the Bab Al Mandab.

The resolution, introduced by
Bahrain, was adopted by the 15-
member Security Council with 13
votes in favour. No country voted
against it, while China and Russia
abstained.

The Bahrain-led resolution was
co-sponsored by India along with
more than 130 nations, including
Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Canada, Egypt, France, Ger-
many, Greece, Italy, Japan, Kuwait,
Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, New

Zealand, Norway, Oman, Pakistan,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Singapore,
Spain, Ukraine, the United Arab
Emirates, the United Kingdom, the
United States, Yemen and Zambia.

With a total of 135 cosponsors,
the resolution reaffirmed strong
support for the territorial integrity,
sovereignty and political indepen-
dence of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates and Jordan.

It condemned in the "strongest
terms the egregious attacks carried
out by Iran against the territories of
these countries, stating that such
actions constitute a breach of inter-
national law and pose a serious
threat to international peace and se-
curity.

India backs UNSC resolution condemning
Iran attacks on Gulf nations

Dhaka (UNI) 
Bangladesh’s newly-elected

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman on
Thursday described the newly
formed 13th Jatiya Sangsad as a
“People’s Parliament”, urging law-
makers to rise above party divisions
and work to meet the expectations
of citizens.

Addressing the House after the
election of the speaker and deputy
speaker, Rahman congratulated
newly elected MPs and said their re-
sponsibilities had changed with
their election.

“From today, you are no longer
members of any specific party,” he
told lawmakers, calling for a shift
from partisan politics towards na-
tional service.

He said the new parliament re-
flected the will of the people and
that citizens across Bangladesh
were looking to the chamber with
hope.

“A people-accountable and truly
representative parliament elected
by the people has begun its journey
again through the tears of countless
victims of fascism and the sacrifice
of thousands of lives,” Rahman said.

Earlier in the day, Bhola-3 law-
maker Hafiz Uddin Ahmed was
unanimously elected speaker, while
Netrokona-1 MP Kayser Kamal was
elected deputy speaker. Mo-
hammed Shahabuddin adminis-
tered the oath to both officials at
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

The inaugural sitting of the 13th
parliament began at 11:05 a.m., un-
der the chairmanship of senior law-
maker Khandaker Mosharraf Hos-
sain, just a month after the February
12 general election.

Rahman said the government
would work on promoting con-
structive dialogue in parliament and
pledged full cooperation with the
new leadership of the House.

Bangladesh PM Tarique Rahman calls
13th Jatiya Sangsad the ‘People’s
Parliament’in address to address to house
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