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New Delhi: For travellers flying
between Abu Dhabi and New Del-
hi, booking a ticket this week may
come with a hefty surprise. Air-
fares on the route have surged
sharply—touching Rs 70,000 for a
one-way ticket—as the ongoing
Iran–Israel conflict and wider
Middle East tensions ripple
through global aviation.

Although flights between the
UAE and India are still operating,
the number of services has
dropped, and the cost of flying
has risen significantly. The result:
limited seats, higher demand and

record-high ticket prices. 
Although flights between the

UAE and India are still operating,
the number of services has
dropped, and the cost of flying
has risen significantly.

Direct flights from Abu Dhabi
to Delhi are currently running at a
reduced capacity. On many days

this week, only one or two direct
flights are operating, leaving trav-
ellers with limited options.

For Indian travellers living or
working in the UAE, this has cre-
ated challenges—especially for
those trying to return home ur-
gently.

The reduced schedule has also
pushed up ticket prices dramati-
cally. Normally, a one-way flight
between Abu Dhabi and Delhi
typically costs between Rs 10,000
and Rs 21,500. This week, howev-
er, fares have climbed well be-
yond those levels.

Abu Dhabi–Delhi flights now cost up to
Rs 70,000 amid Middle East conflict

New Delhi (UNI) 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on

Thursday warned that India could face a
serious energy challenge if the govern-
ment fails to act quickly, saying rising
pressures on fuel supplies could soon af-
fect millions of households across the
country.

Speaking to reporters in Parliament,
Gandhi, who is also the Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha said global de-
velopments were rapidly reshaping the
geopolitical and energy landscape and
that India needed to prepare for possible
disruptions.

“The world is changing rapidly. A crisis
is at our doorstep,” Gandhi said. “If the
government does not take immediate
steps, LPG, petrol and diesel will become
a major problem for millions of Indian
families.”

Gandhi criticised the government’s
handling of foreign policy and energy se-
curity, alleging that it had left the country
vulnerable at a time of global uncertainty.
“The truth is clear — a compromised
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, has jeop-
ardised India’s energy security,” he said.

He also argued that what he described
as a “weak and directionless foreign poli-
cy” had contributed to the current situa-
tion. “A weak and directionless foreign
policy has brought the country to this
dangerous situation,” Gandhi said.

Calling for transparency and prepared-
ness, the Congress leader said the govern-
ment must level with the public about the
challenges ahead. “Now is the time to tell
the truth and prepare the nation. Other-
wise, ordinary people of India will end up
paying the price,” he added.

Energy security has remained a key
concern for India, one of the world’s
largest importers of crude oil and lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG). The country re-
lies heavily on imports to meet its energy
needs, making domestic fuel prices sensi-
tive to global supply disruptions and
geopolitical tensions.

Opposition parties have repeatedly
raised concerns about rising fuel costs
and the government’s energy policies,
while the government has maintained
that it has diversified crude sources, ex-
panded strategic reserves and strength-
ened international partnerships to safe-
guard supplies.

Rahul Gandhi warns of Energy
crisis, targets Modi 
government’s foreign policy 

Jammu (UNI) 
Former Jammu and Kashmir

Chief Minister and the National
Conference president Dr Farooq
Abdullah had a close shave when a
63-yr-old man made an attempt to
claim his life by firing at him dur-
ing a wedding ceremony here at
Royal Parks Banquet Hall in
Greater Kailash area.

Dr. Abdullah along with J&K
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary, Adviser to J&K CM
Nasir Aslam Wani, Sports Minister
Satish Sharma and other political
leaders were attending a marriage
function on Wednesday night
when an accused, identified as Ka-
mal Singh Jamwal, 63, a resident of
Purani Mandi, tried to kill Dr Ab-
dullah from his licensed revolver.

Security staff accompanying Dr
Abdullah averted the attack and
overpowered him, took away his
weapon and removed bullets be-
fore handing him over to the po-
lice.

Jammu and Kashmir Police in

an official statement issued late
last night said, "an attempt was
made on the life of Dr. Farooq Ab-
dullah, former CM and President
of J&K National Conference, when
he was attending a marriage cere-
mony at Royal Park Greater
Kailash, Jammu."

"The security personnel of JKP
and NSG, who were deployed with
the protectee, immediately swung
into action and thwarted the at-
tempt," said police.

They said that further, the ac-
cused, who was later identified as
Kamal Singh of Purani Mandi,
Jammu, was taken into custody,
while the firearm used in the
crime has also been recovered
from the possession of the ac-
cused.

Farooq Abdullah escapes unhurt after
man opens fire at Jammu wedding

New Delhi (UNI) 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

has held talks with leaders of sev-
eral Gulf countries over the ongo-
ing conflict in West Asia, empha-
sising dialogue, diplomacy, and
the protection of civilians, the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
said on Thursday.

MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said PM Modi has stressed
the need for “dialogue and diplo-
macy to restore peace” while
avoiding civilian casualties.

“The Prime Minister has spo-
ken with several Gulf leaders since
the conflict began and has stressed
the need for dialogue and diplo-
macy to restore peace, while also
emphasising the importance of
avoiding civilian casualties. We
have highlighted that the safety
and welfare of the large Indian
community in GCC countries is a
top priority,” he said while briefing
mediapersons.

“Our External Affairs Minister
has also held three recent conver-
sations with his Iranian counter-
part, and we recognise that the
conflict is impacting people and
countries around the world.”

“The safety and welfare of the
large Indian community in GCC
countries is a top priority,” he
added.

Jaiswal also noted that India’s
External Affairs Minister Jaishankar
has held three recent discussions
with his Iranian counterpart Abbas
Araghchi, highlighting the wider
global impact of the conflict.

The discussions focused on
safeguarding maritime routes and
protecting India’s energy security,
while New Delhi also reaffirmed its
support for dialogue and regional
stability.

“The External Affairs Minister
and the Foreign Minister of Iran
have had three conversations in
recent days. In the last one, they
discussed issues pertaining to the
safety of shipping and India’s ener-
gy security. Beyond that, it would
be premature for me to say any-
thing,” MEA Spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said.

The government highlighted
the presence of around 9,000 Indi-
an nationals currently in Iran, in-
cluding seafarers, professionals,
businesspeople, and pilgrims. Sev-
eral advisories were issued earlier
this year, including on January 14
and February 23, urging Indian cit-
izens to remain cautious.

“We’ve had some 9,000 Indian

nationals in Iran, including seafar-
ers, businesspeople, professionals,
and pilgrims. Many, mostly stu-
dents, have sought assistance fol-
lowing advisories issued on Janu-
ary 14 and February 23,” he added.

Following advisories, many In-
dians, particularly students, have
sought assistance from Indian
missions.

“We are assisting them with
visas and land border crossings.
Several Indian nationals have ap-
proached us, and we have helped
them cross into Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia, from where they can fly
back home. I would advise all Indi-
an nationals wishing to leave Iran
to use these land border routes
where necessary,” Jaiswal said.

He also pointed to the GCC-led
resolution that India has co-spon-
sored at the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, which has received
co-sponsorship from 135 coun-
tries.

India calls for dialogue, stresses
citizen safety amid Gulf conflict

Odisha Police
arrest 365 accused
in ‘Operation 
Cyber Kavach’
Bhubaneswar: The
Odisha Police have
arrested 365 ac-
cused persons and
verified 37,094 mule
(benami) bank ac-
counts during ‘Op-
eration Cyber
Kavach,’ a statewide
drive aimed at dis-
mantling cyber-
crime networks and
their financial infra-
structure.

Akhilesh meets
Shankaracharya in Lucknow,
says era of ‘fake saints’ will end
Lucknow: Samajwadi Party na-
tional president Akhilesh Yadav
met Shankaracharya Avimuktesh-
warananda here on Thursday, an-
nouncing that now the era of fake
saints will end.

The conversation lasted for an
hour. During this time, Akhilesh
was seen sitting on the ground.
Upon leaving, he told media per-
sons, “I have met Shankaracharya
and with his blessings, the era of
fake saints will end. Now, those
who mislead people in the name
of religion will also be exposed.
Everyone’s truth will be re-
vealed.”

India examining
Bangladesh request for
diesel supply: MEA
New Delhi: India, a major exporter
of refined petroleum products, par-
ticularly to neighbouring countries,
is examining a request from
Bangladesh for the supply of diesel,
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said.

Responding to a question during
the weekly briefing on petroleum
product supplies, MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said India has
received a request from the
Bangladesh government for diesel
supplies, which is currently under
examination.

Highlighting the long-standing
cooperation in the energy sector, he
said that India has been supplying
diesel to Bangladesh from Numali-
garh Refinery since 2007 through
various modes, including waterways
and rail, and later through the India-
Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline.

Rahul Gandhi raises
concerns over
Baramati Aircraft
crash probe
New Delhi: Senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Thursday said that funda-
mental legal procedures ap-
pear not to have been fol-
lowed in the investigation
into the Baramati aircraft
crash that claimed the life of
Ajit Pawar and several oth-
ers, and called for a fair and
transparent probe into the
incident.

In a post on X, Gandhi
said that Rohit Pawar had
met him earlier in the day
and submitted a letter high-
lighting serious concerns re-
garding the handling of the
investigation.

“Shri Rohit Pawar met me
today and submitted a letter
raising serious concerns
about the investigation into
the Baramati aircraft crash
that claimed the life of Shri
Ajit Pawar ji and others,”
Gandhi said in his post. He
further alleged that key legal
norms appear to have been
overlooked. “Basic principles
of law appear not to have
been followed, and no FIR
has been registered despite
the seriousness of the mat-
ter,” Gandhi wrote.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


