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Oil tanker went dark to cross
Hormuz and reach

New Delhi: A crude oil tanker cap-
tained by an Indian has reached
Mumbeai after navigating the war-hit
Strait of Hormuz, briefly switching
off its tracking system to enter "dark
mode" while crossing the high-risk
zone amid the ongoing Gulf conflict.

The Liberia-flagged tanker Shen-
long Suezmax, carrying crude oil
loaded from Saudi Arabia's Ras Ta-
nura port, arrived at Mumbai Port on
Wednesday. The vessel was carrying
135,335 metric tonnes of crude oil,
which has begun discharging and
will be transported to refineries in
Mumbai.

Meanwhile, New Delhi's Middle
East diplomacy paid off on Thursday
as Iran allowed Indian oil tankers to
pass through the strategically crucial
Strait of Hormuz after talks between
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and his Iranian counterpart Abbas
Araghchi, sources said.

At press conference, the MEA
spokesperson said External Affairs
Minister had three conversations
with his Iranian counterpart. "In
their last conversation they dis-
cussed the issue of India's energy se-
curity and shipping. Beyond that it
would be premature for me to dis-
cuss," the spokesperson said.

Sources said the objective of the
diplomatic engagement was to keep
the sea route open for Indian vessels
so that shipments of crude oil and
liquefied natural gas (LPG) continue
without major disruption.

‘ ‘ Any disruption or closure of
the Strait of Hormuz
would directly affect In-
dia's economy and ener-
gy supplies. Anxiety over
LPG availability was al-
ready spreading and
could worsen if the con-
flict escalates."

Rahul Gandhi,
LoP, Lok Sabha

Some commercial
LPG cylinders 'will

be released': Govt

New Delhi: Amid hotels and
restaurants' closure over growing
concerns of fuel availability, the
Ministry of Petroleum and Natur-
al Gas on Thursday announced
that the Centre will release some
commercial LPG cylinders. For
this, state governments have
been asked to identify the list of
beneficiaries so that the liquid
petroleum gas (LPG) cylinders
can be delivered on a priority ba-
sis.

The oil ministry added that
40,000 kilolitres of extra kerosene
have also been allocated to states
as an alternative to LPG. During
an inter-ministerial briefing, Su-
jata Sharma, joint secretary of

MUSTREAD

Army recovers 4-kg
explosives from natural
cave in Poonch

Jammu: Army on Thursday recov-
ered four kg of explosives from a
natural cave in Poonch district of
Jammu and Kashmir. Indian
Army’s Jammu-based White Knight
Corps posted on X, “during a joint
search operation by alert troops of
White Knight Corps in the general
area Poonch, search parties recov-
ered approximately four kg of ex-
plosives and stale cooked food
concealed inside a natural cave.”

Two killed, 15 injured as
Bolero Pik-Up overturns
in Telangana

Nirmal (Telangana): Two people
were killed and 15 others injured,
three of them seriously, when a
Bolero Pik-Up vehicle in which
they were travelling overturned af-
ter one of its tyres got punctured at
the Kondapur bypass in Nirmal
district of Telangana on Thursday.
The victims were travelling from
Sonpalli in Ichoda mandal of Adil-
abad district to Armoor in Nizam-
abad district to attend a wedding
when the accident occurred, police
said. The deceased were identified
as B. Lakshman (45), and Thulasi-
das (38).

MOoPNG, said that almost 50 lakh
cylinders are delivered per day,
and no shortage has been report-
ed on the "distribution side."

Gig workers seek Rs 10,000
relief, ID protection as LPG
shortage hits food delivery
sector

The Gig and Platform Service
Workers union (GIPSWU) on
Thursday demanded compensa-
tion from food delivery platforms
and protection from ID deactiva-
tion, citing a sharp fall in orders
following disruptions in global
LPG supplies triggered by the on-
going war in West Asia.

Mumbai

Iran denies such any agreement

However, a news agency citing an
Iranian source said that the country
has denied any such agreement had
been reached. An official confirma-
tion on this is awaited.

“There is no shortage of
diesel, petrol or
kerosene. Their avail-
ability is fully assured
and supply chains
across the country

are functioning [
smoothly." -
Hardeep Singh Puri,
Petroleum and Natural
Gas Minister

Birla defends impartiality
as Lok Sabha debates rare
no-confidence motion
against Speaker

New Delhi: Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla on Thursday said he had always
tried to ensure that every Member of
Parliament received an adequate op-
portunity to express their views in
the House, as he addressed members
following the debate on a rare mo-
tion of no confidence against the
Speaker in the Lok Sabha.

Making a statement in the House
after two days of debate, Birla said
the motion marked only the third
such instance in the parliamentary
history of independent India. “In the
parliamentary history of indepen-
dent India, for the third time, a mo-
tion of no confidence against the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha has been
brought before the House,” he said,
noting that members had held dis-
cussions for more than 12 hours on
the resolution.

Members from different political
parties placed their views, argu-
ments and concerns before the
House during the debate. According
to Birla, opposition members raised
issues such as the alleged suppres-
sion of the opposition’s voice and a
perceived lack of impartiality in the
functioning of the Chair.

Referring to the discussion, Birla
said members also spoke about the
need to uphold the impartiality of
the Chair, improve the efficiency of
parliamentary proceedings and
maintain the global reputation of In-
dia’s Parliament. They also shared
their perspectives on the traditions,
rules and procedures that govern the
functioning of the House.

Emphasizing the representative
character of Parliament, Birla said
the House reflected the sovereign
will of the country’s people.

Iran sets 3 conditions
to end West Asia War

New Delhi: Iran has outlined
three conditions for a cease-
fire with Israel and the Unit-
ed States as the war entered
its 13th day. Iran's President
Masoud Pezeshkian said the
conflict could end only if
certain demands were met.

Pezeshkian said the first
condition is the recognition
of Iran's legitimate rights.
The second demand is the
payment of reparations, and
the third is firm internation-
al guarantees to prevent any
future aggression against
Iran.

In a post on X, Pezeshkian
said he had spoken with the
leaders of Russia and Pak-
istan and reaffirmed Iran's
commitment to peace in the
region.

The conflict involving
Iran, the United States and
Israel entered its 13th day on
Thursday, with tensions con-
tinuing to rise in the region,
resulting in around 1,200 ca-
sualties so far.

However, strikes on oil
tankers and the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz have
disrupted oil supplies, send-
ing crude prices cross $ 100.

Tehran: In his first mes-
sage to the nation since
becoming the Supreme
Leader of Iran, Mojtaba
Khamenei,
slain leader Ali Khamenei,
said the nation will not
forget the revenge "for the
blood of martyrs".

While he
friendship with neigh-
bouring countries, he
highlighted the attack on US bases will con-
tinue. "We believe in friendship with our
neighbours, but we will target the American
bases and will inevitably continue".

"We will take reparations from the enemy,
and if it refuses, we will seize from its assets
to the extent we deem necessary, and if that
too is not possible, we will destroy an equiv-
alent portion of its assets", Mojtaba said.

The Supreme Leader noted that the desire
of the masses is the "continuation of effec-
tive and regret-inducing defense".

Mojtaba Khamenei stressed the Strait of
Hormuz must remain closed.

Will avenge blood
of martyrs: Mojtaba
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