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Chennai (UNI)
Ending the prolonged speculations,
the DMDK of later actor-politician
Vijayakanth on Thursday formalised
its alliance with the ruling DMK-led
Front ahead of the ensuing Tamil
Nadu Assembly polls.

This was for the first time since
its formation the DMDK had en-
tered into an alliance with the
DMK, which was further strength-
ened by its entry.

DMDK General Secretary and Vi-
jayakanth's wife Premalatha accom-
panied by her brother Sudeesh and
her son Vijay Prabhakaran met

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister and
DMK President M K Stalin at the
DMK headquarters "Anna Ari-
valayam" and formalised the al-
liance.

After exchanging pleasantries and
bouquets, DMDK leaders held brief
talks with Mr Stalin and joined the
DMK-led Secular Progressive Al-
liance (SPA) in a move that would
strengthen DMK bid for a second

term at the hustings, while dealing a
major blow to the AIADMK-BJP
combine, which too had been trying
to woo it to the NDA.

Welcoming the DMDK into the
DMK-led SPA, Mr Stalin expressed
happiness over the alliance and re-
called Vijayakanth's long-standing
respect and affection towards late
DMK leader M. Karunanidhi.

He said the DMDK's entry would
contribute to Tamil Nadu's progress
and reinforce the Dravidian model of
governance.

Speaking to reporters after ce-
menting the electoral ties, Ms Pre-
malatha said, "The alliance that
everyone had been expecting has
now taken shape. This partnership
reflects the wishes of our district sec-
retaries, party functionaries and par-
ty cadres".

"We have joined the DMK-led al-
liance as per the wishes of the DMDK
cadres", she said, and exuded confi-
dence of the Front winning more
than 200 seats in the elections.

DMDK strengthens DMK-led Front

Kolkata (UNI)
With barely three days remain-
ing before the February 21
deadline, the scrutiny of voters’
documents submitted during
claims and objections hearings
in West Bengal is facing fresh
hurdles as around 20 lakh sets
of documents are still awaiting
re-verification by District Mag-
istrates, who also function as
District Electoral Officers (DE-
Os).

Officials in the office of the
Chief Electoral Officer, West
Bengal, said a bulk of the pend-
ing cases fall under the catego-
ry of “logical discrepancies.”

According to them, micro-
observers flagged inconsisten-
cies during the ongoing verifi-
cation exercise, noting that sev-
eral submissions did not tally
with the 13 identity documents
recognised by the Election
Commission of India.

“Based on the observations
made during scrutiny, such cas-
es were sent back to the con-
cerned DEOs for another round
of verification. The Commis-
sion has instructed the officers
to complete the process and
submit their reports at the ear-
liest,” a senior official in the
CEO’s office said.

Adding to the delay, officials
confirmed that nearly 1.14 lakh
documents submitted during
the hearing process are yet to
be uploaded on the system. As a
result, scrutiny of those appli-

cations has not even begun.
“In light of these develop-

ments, meeting the February 21
deadline appears uncertain.
There is a strong possibility that
the scrutiny timeline may be
extended once again, which
could also push back the publi-
cation of the final voters’ list,”
sources said.

At present, the final electoral
roll is scheduled to be released
on February 28, after the earlier
date of February 14 was revised.

Meanwhile, a full bench of
the Election Commission of In-
dia is expected to visit West
Bengal on March 1 for a two-
day review of the situation fol-
lowing the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) exercise.

Sources said the Commis-
sion is considering holding the
elections in fewer phases com-
pared to previous polls. While
the CEO’s office has suggested a
single-phase election, the final
call will rest with the Commis-
sion.

Around 20 lakh voter 
documents await fresh 
verification in Bengal

Nagpur: An engineer from Nagpur
continues to remain incarcerated
in Mali despite being granted bail
by a local court, prompting his wife
to seek urgent intervention from
Indian authorities. Nitin Gulhane,
a resident of Nagpur, has been

lodged in a Malian prison since
February last year in connection
with an alleged financial dispute
involving a company based in Ut-
tar Pradesh. Although a court in
Mali granted him bail in August
2025, he has not yet been released.

Nagpur engineer remains in Mali jail despite bail

New Delhi (UNI)
The preliminary report on the air-
craft crash that occurred in Bara-
mati, Maharashtra, on January 28 is
expected to be released next week.

In the accident, all five people on
board, including Maharashtra’s then
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar,
lost their lives.

The Learjet-45 business aircraft
belonging to VSR Ventures had flown
from Mumbai to Baramati. While
landing in Baramati, it met with an
accident at one end of the runway
and subsequently caught fire.

The Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) said that the data
from the Digital Flight Data Recorder

(DFDR) has been successfully down-
loaded.

However, technical assistance has
been sought from the US-based
company Honeywell, the manufac-
turer of the Cockpit Voice Recorder
(CVR), to download the CVR data.

In an update issued on Thursday,
the AAIB said that in accordance
with the rules of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),
the preliminary report will be re-
leased within 30 days. The final re-
port is expected to take more time.

Accordingly, the preliminary re-
port is likely to be released by Febru-
ary 27 next week.

Meanwhile, following the crash,
the Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) began a special audit of
VSR Ventures on February 4, which is
expected to be completed soon. The
DGCA has stated that appropriate
action will be taken if any irregulari-
ties are found during the audit.

Additionally, aerodromes in-
volved in VIP/VVIP operations and
other non-scheduled operators are
also being audited in two phases.

Primary report on Baramati
plane crash expected next week

New Delhi (UNI)
India and the United Arab Emirates on
Thursday elevated artificial intelli-
gence and advanced technologies to
the forefront of their bilateral partner-
ship, as Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di met Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan on the sidelines
of the AI Impact Summit in New Delhi.

Sheikh Khaled, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi, is on a two-day official vis-
it to India from February 18-19 to par-
ticipate in the Summit, marking his
second official visit since September
2024. 

The meeting reaffirmed what both
sides described as the strength and ex-
panding scope of the India-UAE Com-
prehensive Strategic Partnership.

According to an official release
from the Prime Minister's Office, the
two leaders underscored that Artificial

Intelligence and emerging technolo-
gies would form a central pillar of fu-
ture cooperation.

They welcomed the finalisation of a
term sheet between India's Centre for
Development of Advanced Comput-

ing (C-DAC), G42 and Mohamed Bin
Zayed University of AI for the deploy-
ment of a supercomputer cluster in
India. 

The project follows an announce-
ment made jointly by Prime Minister
Modi and UAE President Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan during
the latter's visit to India on January 19,
2026.

The supercomputer cluster will be
integrated into the AI India Mission
and made accessible to public and
private sector entities for research, ap-
plication development and commer-
cial use.

The leaders also discussed expand-
ing collaboration in strategic sectors
such as space, nuclear energy, tech-
nology and innovation, signalling a
broadening of the technology partner-
ship beyond AI alone.

PM Modi, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince elevate AI and
Advanced Tech as Core Pillar of India-UAE ties?

New Delhi (UNI)
Brazil has expressed its intention to
establish cooperation with India for
the production of medicines and vac-
cines.

Brazilian Health Minister, Alexan-
dre Padilha, who is accompanying
President Lula da Silva on his State
visit to India, met union Health Minis-
ter J P Nadda here on Wednesday. He
said the proposed partnership in-
cludes public institutions and compa-
nies from both countries for the pro-
duction of cancer drugs and also
medicines to combat tropical dis-
eases.

Padilha also met Prataprao Jadhav

(Traditional Medicine), expressing his
government's intention to expand co-
operation regarding free access to

health services for the people.
"Brazil and India have ro-

bust public systems, strong sci-
entific capacity, and a strategic
role in the Global South. Our
cooperation in health can ex-
pand the population's access to
medicines, strengthen local
production, and boost innova-
tion," the Brazilian Minister
said.

Padilha invited the Indian
leaders s to join the Global
Coalition for Local and Region-

al Production, Innovation and Equi-
table Access. "We want India and
Brazil to be at the forefront of a new

international health agenda based on
local production, innovation and soli-
darity-based cooperation," he said.

According to Padilha, the ex-
change of knowledge in digital
health can contribute to the mod-
ernisation of the SUS (Brazilian
Public Health System), expand ac-
cess, and improve the quality of care
for the population.

Another proposal was the imple-
mentation of a digital library of tradi-
tional medicine, bringing together
scientific evidence, protocols, clinical
studies, historical records, and best
practices on integrative and comple-
mentary health practices.

Brazil shows interest in cooperation
with India in the health sector

Mahua Moitra files for
custody of pet dog with
Delhi HC
New Delhi: Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra, has moved the Delhi
High Court challenging a lower court
order that refused to grant her inter-
im custody of her pet Rottweiler,
Henry.

Earlier in November last year, the
Saket District Court dismissed
Moitra's request seeking custody of
the dog for 10 days each month.

On Thursday, a single-judge
bench of the High Court issued no-
tice to advocate Jai Anant Dehadrai,
who currently has the custody of
Henry, and asked him to respond to
Moitra's plea.

Dehadrai, who appeared in per-
son, and Moitra have been involved
in multiple legal disputes over the
past few years. Previously, Dehadrai
alleged that Moitra accepted bribes
from businessman in exchange for
raising questions in Parliament.

Enters into alliance for the ensuing TN Assembly polls
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