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Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Friday urged the Central
Government to take immediate steps to
ensure fair pricing and support for sugar-
cane farmers amid concerns over FRP, sug-
ar recovery, and export restrictions.

Speaking on the challenges facing
farmers in the lower house, Siddaramaiah
said that in 2025-26, sugarcane cultivation

in Karnataka covered approximately 7.4
lakh hectares, yielding an estimated 67
lakh tonnes of sugarcane and 53.72 lakh
metric tonnes of sugar.

However, the current Fair and Remu-
nerative Price (FRP) of Rs. 3,550 per tonne,
after accounting for harvesting and trans-
port costs, leaves farmers receiving only
around Rs. 2,700 per tonne.

Siddaramaiah urges Centre to ensure fair sugarcane prices

Chandigarh (UNI)
Celebrations following the
Block Samiti election results in
Ludhiana spiralled into vio-
lence after clashes erupted be-
tween supporters of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and the Con-
gress, prompting police to reg-
ister a case against 18 Congress
workers for alleged involve-
ment in firing and rioting.

Police officials said an FIR
has been lodged at the Sadar
police station against six identi-
fied individuals and 12 others
who are yet to be identified. 

The action was taken after
videos circulating online
showed armed confrontation
and gunshots during the alter-
cation.

According to preliminary
findings, rival groups engaged
in heated arguments late at
night, which quickly escalated
into stone-pelting. 

The situation deteriorated
further when gunfire was al-
legedly opened, creating panic
in the area. Police teams carried
out raids overnight to trace and
arrest those accused of firing.

Those named in the FIR in-
clude former sarpanch Jasvir
Singh, Ajayvir, Udayvir, Tajinder
Singh alias Laddi, Panch Pooja,
Harpal Singh alias Babbu and
others. 

Officials said identification
of remaining suspects is under-
way based on video evidence
and local inputs.

Poll win turns violent in Ludhiana

Kolkata (UNI)
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) Sarsanghchalak Mohan
Bhagwat addressed a Prabuddha
Nagarik Sammelan in Siliguri,
North Bengal, on Friday to mark
the organisation’s centenary cele-
brations.

The day-long conference at
Uttar Banga Marwari Bhawan
was organised by the RSS Uttar
Banga Prant and saw the partici-
pation of over a hundred eminent
citizens from eight districts of
North Bengal as well as the neigh-
bouring state of Sikkim.

The conference, titled
“Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh – A
Journey of 100 Years,” brought to-
gether senior citizens, academi-

cians, and professionals from di-
verse fields, social workers, cultural
personalities, and other prominent
members of civil society.

The deliberations focused on

the Sangh’s century-long journey,
its ideological foundations, and
its role in social and national de-
velopment.

Bhagwat, who arrived in the
state on Wednesday addressed a
Youth Conference in Siliguri on
Thursday, spoke at length on is-
sues of social reconstruction,
civic responsibility, and the role
of enlightened citizens in
strengthening society and the na-
tion.

Emphasising the role of civil
society, the RSS chief said that
building a healthy and prosper-
ous nation requires positive and
virtuous forces to work in a com-
plementary manner and move
together in a common direction.

RSS Chief addresses Prabuddha
Nagarik Sammelan in Siliguri

New Delhi (UNI)
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has emphasized the need
to establish a robust port securi-
ty framework across the coun-
try, and directed that security
measures should be implement-
ed in a graded and risk-based
manner, taking into account
vulnerabilities, trade potential,
location, and other relevant pa-
rameters.

Shah convened a meeting for
the constitution of a dedicated
body, the Bureau of Port Securi-
ty (BoPS), for the security of ves-
sels and port facilities, which
was attended by union Minister
for Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways and Minister of Civil Avia-
tion.

The BoPS shall also ensure
timely analysis, collection and
exchange of security-related in-
formation, with a special focus
on cyber security, including a
dedicated division to safeguard
port IT infrastructure from digi-
tal threats.

To strengthen port security
infrastructure, the Central In-
dustrial Security Force (CISF)
has been designated as a
Recognised Security Organisa-
tion (RSO) for port facilities
with the responsibility for un-
dertaking security assess-
ments and preparation of se-
curity plans for ports.

Amit Shah emphasizes need to setup
robust port security framework

Hyderabad (UNI)
President Droupadi Murmu on
Friday said Public Service Com-
missions should not only be
guided by the constitutional ideal
of equality of opportunity but
should also strive to achieve
equality of outcomes, while giv-

ing the highest priority to hon-
esty and integrity in civil service
recruitment.

The President inaugurated the
two-day National Conference for
the Chairpersons of Public Ser-
vice Commissions, organised by
the Telangana Public Service

Commission at Ramoji Film City
in Hyderabad.

She noted that the Constitu-
tion makers devoted an entire
part of the Constitution to Ser-
vices and Public Service Com-
missions, underscoring their
critical role at the union and
State levels.

Referring to the constitutional
ideals of social, economic and
political justice, the President
said Public Service Commissions
act as change agents in promot-
ing equality and equity. She em-
phasised that integrity, sensitivity
and competence of civil servants
forming the “permanent execu-
tive” are vital for effective gover-
nance and implementation of
people-centric policies. While
skill gaps can be addressed
through training, she said, lack of
integrity is non-negotiable and
may pose challenges that are im-
possible to overcome.

PSC must aim for equality of outcomes,
not just opportunity: President

New Delhi (UNI)
Open-source intelligence (OSINT)
expert Damien Symon has de-
bunked viral pro-Pakistan claims
circulating on social media that al-
leged damage to Indian military
infrastructure, including
Pathankot airbase and Tibri can-
tonment, in Punjab, during Oper-
ation Sindoor in May 2025.

The claims suggested that Pak-
istani strikes had damaged
hangars at the Pathankot Airbase
and the Tibri Cantonment heli-
port in Gurdaspur district of Pun-
jab, allegedly forcing their recon-
struction. To counter Pakistan’s
claims, Symon shared satellite im-
agery from May 2025 alongside
the circulating posts, stating that
there is no evidence to support

these assertions.
“Imagery is now being circulat-

ed to suggest that Pakistani strikes
at Pathankot Airbase & Tibri Can-
tonment in Punjab, India, dam-
aged hangars leading to their re-
construction — however data
from May 2025 shows none of the
suggested targets were ever dam-

aged,” Symon wrote on X.
He further flagged specific im-

ages shared on social media, in-
cluding one dated November 28
that claimed a “new roof” had
been installed at a damaged
hangar in Pathankot, and another
alleging reconstruction at the Tib-
ri cantonment heliport.

Symon highlighted that the
satellite imagery captured on May
11, 2025, shows the hangars intact,
with no visible damage or recon-
struction activity. “Hangar intact,
no damage visible. Newer imagery
shows no new roof has been in-
stalled,” he noted.

Earlier, Symon had also coun-
tered misinformation claiming
that the Radha Soami Satsang
headquarters at Dera Beas in Pun-
jab was a weapons storage facility
targeted during the conflict. He
clarified that the image being cir-
culated as evidence of a Pakistani
strike was “misleading” and actu-
ally “depicted the religious site,”
which remained undamaged dur-
ing the India–Pakistan hostilities
in May 2025.

Fact Check: No damage to Pathankot airbase

Allahabad HC rejects
bail plea of Bareilly
riots accused
Prayagraj: The Allahabad High
Court on Friday rejected the bail plea
of Rehan, an associate of accused
Maulana Tauqeer Raja, in connec-
tion with the 2024 Bareilly riots.

The court said the slogan “Sir Tan
Se Juda” (separate head from body)
in the ‘I Love Mohammed’ proces-
sion is not only an attempt to incite
riots but also a challenge to the gov-
ernment.

The single bench of Justice Arun
Kumar Singh Deswal dismissed the
bail plea.

An FIR was lodged against Rehan
at the Kotwali police station in con-
nection with the Bareilly riots. The
case was lodged for inciting riots and
raising inflammatory slogans.

Uproar in Haryana
assembly over ‘Vande
Mataram’ debate
Chandigarh: Proceedings in the
Haryana Assembly were repeatedly
disrupted on Friday during the sec-
ond day of the winter session as a de-
bate on Vande Mataram triggered
sharp political exchanges, leading to
sloganeering, the naming of Con-
gress legislators and physical scuffles
between MLAs and marshals.

The controversy began after Zero
Hour, when a ruling party MLA pro-
posed a discussion on Vande
Mataram and it was accepted by
Speaker Harvinder Kalyan.

After lunch, Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini initiated the debate, de-
scribing the subject as significant for
public awareness and youth educa-
tion. As opposition members, led by
former chief minister and Leader of
the Opposition Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, moved into the well of the
House, the Speaker named nine
Congress MLAs for violating Assem-
bly rules and ordered their removal.

Army officers inspect
Tripura-Bangla border
Agartala: Amid escalating ten-
sions in neighbouring
Bangladesh, senior officers of
Indian Army, Assam Rifles, and
Border Security Force (BSF) con-
ducted a detailed inspection of
the Indo-Bangladesh interna-
tional border in Tripura on Fri-
day. The assessment took place
in the Belonia subdivision of
Tripura’s South district, focusing
on the current security situation.
Tripura shares 856-km border
with Bangladesh, significant por-
tions of which remain unfenced. 

CEC Gyanesh Kumar
arrives in Hyderabad
on three-day visit
Hyderabad: Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) of India
Gyanesh Kumar arrived in Hy-
derabad on Friday as part of his
three-day visit to Hyderabad
and Srisailam. The Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner landed at
the Hyderabad Airport at around
12 noon and was received by
Telangana Chief Electoral Offi-
cer C. Sudarshan Reddy along
with senior election officials.
During his stay in Hyderabad,
Gyanesh Kumar is scheduled to
hold official engagements, in-
cluding interactions with Booth
Level Officers of Telangana at
Ravindra Bharathi Auditorium. 

Two tribals youth
killed in bike accident
at Wayanad
Wayanad: Two tribal youths
were killed in a bike accident at
Moolankavu, after their bike hit
a milestone and fell into a gorge,
while returning to their houses
after watching a cinema from
Sulthan Bathery, on Friday. Ac-
cording to police, the deceased
were identified as Suneesh (24)
and his friend Biju (22), both re-
siding in separate Unnathi
(hamlets) at Noolpuzha near
Sulthan Bathery. The incident
took place around 2300 hrs on
Thursday, and the body was
found by local residents in the
morning at a plot along with
their motor bike.

KTR challenges CM
Revanth Reddy for
by-elections
Hyderabad: BRS Working Presi-
dent KT Rama Rao (KTR) on Fri-
day held a cordial meeting with
newly elected BRS sarpanches
from Sircilla district and
launched a sharp attack on Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy, chal-
lenging him to face by-elections
to prove his party’s strength. Ad-
dressing the gathering, KTR said
if the Chief Minister’s claim that
66 per cent of the people are
with the Congress was true, he
should have the courage to ask
the MLAs who defected from the
BRS to resign and contest elec-
tions. “Let the people decide who
they are with and what the real
strength of each party is,” he said.

NCP suspends student
wing chief
Pune: The Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) Ajit Pawar faction
on Friday suspended its student
wing president Vishal More fol-
lowing his arrest in a drug traf-
ficking case. More was arrested
by the Mumbai Crime Branch in
connection with the trafficking
of MD (mephedrone) drugs
from Savari village in Satara dis-
trict. According to police, two
people supplying drugs in Mum-
bai’s Mulund area were detained
earlier. During interrogation,
they revealed that More was al-
legedly involved in supplying
narcotics. Earlier, Shiv Sena
(Thackeray faction) leader Sush-
ma Andhare had made allega-
tions linking Deputy Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde’s brother
Prakash Shinde to the drug traf-
ficking case.

MUSTREAD

Tibri military infrastructure during operation sindoor

Cops book 18 Cong workers after firing
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